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In 1929 the position was similar:
Labor                                            284
Conservative and allies                   260
Liberal                                             59
Miscellaneous                                    9
This rime Labor was the largest party but, as in 1923,
lacked an absolute majority. A minority Labor Government
under MacDonald, dependent on Liberal votes, again took
office. In 1923 and 1929 it was on the Sovereign that fell the
responsibility of selecting one of the party leaders to be Prime
Minister, It was then up to the House of Commons to con-
firm or reject the choice.
The Sovereign has certain duties in connection with the
dissolution of Parliament. The duration of a Parliament in
ordinary circumstances is limited to five years, but condi-
tions may arise in which a dissolution of Parliament is de-
sired before the full five-year period has elapsed.15 There
might, for example, be an important difference of opinion
within the Cabinet which would make it impossible for the
Government to carry on, or a Government might desire to
secure popular approval for some action for which it felt it
lacked a mandate, or there might be a revolt within the ranks
of the Government party which caused the Government to
be defeated in the House of Commons on some matter of
importance. In circumstances such as these a Prime Minister
might decide to ask the Sovereign to exercise the Royal Pre-
rogative and dissolve Parliament so that new elections could
be held
It is sometimes said that the Sovereign is not bound to
accept Ministerial advice on this matter. This, indeed, seems
to have been the view of Queen Victoria and some of her
15 During the two world wars the life of Parliament was extended
beyond the normal period.